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A Message from the Principal… 

26 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We are well into our second month of Learn at Home and I would like to thank you for continuing 
to serve as our partners in education.  The challenges of virtual learning are shared by all of us 
and without your support, our teaching and learning model would not be successful. 
 
When the Minister of Education announced that schools would not open for the rest of the 
academic year, it answered one large question for students, parents and staff members, but 
created many more.  I've been in touch with many of you over the past several days to gather your 
questions and provide answers when I had them. 
 
I know that you're wondering about report cards, yearbooks, Commencement, and the collection 
of personal items from the school.  I know that you're missing the social interaction of our clubs, 
teams and classrooms.  And I know that you're doing your very best to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19 despite loss of employment, uncertainty about future academics, and a disconnection 
from loved ones. 
 
For those of you who are working on the front lines, providing essential services in our 
community, I offer my personal thanks and the appreciation of the Colonel By family. 
 
Access to the School - Last week, students and parents should have received an email message 
from the Director.  In her message, Ms. Williams-Taylor acknowledged that there are many 
questions around next steps--including retrieval of belongings from school--and that answers 
would be coming soon.  We don't have a timeline on any of this yet but I'll be sure to communicate 
to students and parents as soon as I have the information. 
 
 



Celebrating the Class of 2020 - Earlier this month, the OCDSB reached out to all grade 12 
students and asked for their input on how we might celebrate the Class of 2020 in advance of 
formal Commencement ceremonies tentatively scheduled for the fall.  The results of the 
ThoughtExchange process are summarized below and will be used to inform District-wide 
direction on next steps.  Thank you to all of the CB grads for sharing their thoughts. 
TE Grad Celebration.pdf  
 
Looking Ahead to 2020-2021 - In February, students in grade 8-11 completed their course 
selections for next school year.  We expect to have just over 1100 Cougars at CB next year, 
including 230 Grade 9s from across the City.  Our team has been working on timetable 
construction for the past two months and Student Services will soon be reaching out to students 
to review course selections and potential timetable conflicts.  In order to ensure students begin 
next year with the timetable that best serves their needs and goals, it is essential that they 
monitor their OCDSB email accounts so that Guidance Counsellors can reach out and solve 
problems in advance of our return in September. 
 
Asian Heritage Month - The end of May also sees the end of Asian Heritage Month (AHM) in 
Ottawa.  Jessica Zhu (grade 12) was featured in a CBC Ottawa story about celebrating AHM in a 
physically-distanced world.  Jessica, who serves as Co-Chair of CB's Asian Culture Club, talked 
about the importance of AHM to her personally, and to the cultural make-up of our city.  See the 
full story here. 
 
CougarVision - A great way to stay connected to school news, information and entertainment is 
through CougarVision.  On the Wednesday Show, parents were celebrated and thanked for their 
efforts to balance work, home and education responsibilities.  On Friday, CougarVision chatted 
with Camille Williams-Taylor, the OCDSB's Director of Education, to talk about the District's 
response to the crisis and it's plans for the future.  Mayor Jim Watson, always a friend of CB and 
CougarVision, told the Monday Show about the City's pandemic response and its plans for the 
future. 
 
Taking a Pause From the Classroom - Parents and guardians may find this article about the great 
deal of learning that's continuing at home while schools remain closed.   In the article, Professor 
Joel Westheimer, from the uOttawa Faculty of Education, addresses parents' concerns about 
learning gaps and the need to balance school work with mental health. 
 
CELEBRATING SUCCESS 
 
Winning CB Writers - The Ottawa Public Library has an Awesome Authors Contest that selects the 
best writers from among hundreds of entries for various genres.  Colonel By took home TEN of 
the prizes! Congratulations to: 
 

https://msg.schoolmessenger.ca/m/?s=6DM_mc6RPig&mal=81910ae87cada9ce9289edd8a402e0158408270e1df9d7de03569ee98937a7ff
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/community/asian-heritage-month-2020-1.5575289
http://www.colonelby.com/CV/
https://ocdsb.ca/about_us/director_of_education
https://research.uottawa.ca/ssi/news/taking-pause-classroom-so-bad


Lillian Abebe (grade 12) - mention honorable: poésie 
Sophia Andia (grade 12) - 1er prix: bande dessinée 
Maleeka Ellaithy (grade 11) - Third Place: Short Stories 
Maleeka Ellaithy (grade 11) - mention honorable: poésie 
Maleeka Ellaithy (grade 11) - 3e prix: nouvelle 
Catherine Ma (grade 11) - Honourable Mention: Short Stories 
Rica Qiu (grade 12) - First Place: Poetry 
I.M. Stripinis (grade 12) - First Place: Short Stories 
I.M. Stripinis (grade 12) - mention honorable: poésie 
I.M. Stripinis (grade 12) - 1er prix: nouvelle 
 
Click here for a list of the 2020 winners from across the region. 
 
Constable Worth Honoured - Many of our students and staff have had the opportunity to work with 
Constable Andrew Worth in his capacity as School Resource Officer for Colonel By.  Others know 
him from his assistance with our championship football teams and for his work in the community. 
Earlier this month, Cst. Worth received the School Resource Officer Award of Excellence from the 
Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police!  We thank Andrew every day for his service to CB and it's 
nice to know that he's been recognized for his efforts by the broader community, too.  Here's a 
copy of the official announcement: 
2020 NR School Resource Officer Award of Excellence_Final.pdf  
 
I wish you all the very best as our summer weather kicks in and we prepare for the last month of a 
most unusual school year. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Spidell, Principal 

 
www.colonelby.com  |  613-745-9411 
Follow the Principal on Twitter @ColByPrincipal 
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