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A Message from the Principal… 

5 Jun 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Over the past several days we have seen disturbing and offensive incidents of anti-Black racism 
in the United States.  While these events have been geographically far from Ottawa, we must 
acknowledge the impact they have on our school community and take this opportunity to reaffirm 
our commitment to the elimination of oppression in any form.  Every student must be reminded 
that their life does matter, that their voice is important, and that their lived experiences must be 
considered in the everday operation of our school.  As Principal, I am deeply committed to the 
principles of equity and inclusion and will continue to listen, to pose questions, and to take 
actions that uphold that commitment.  If you have questions or concerns for anyone in our 
community, please reach out to me or to any member of our Student Services team. 
 
Student Retrieval of Personal Belongings - We have developed a protocol in cooperation with 
Ottawa Public Health (OPH) for temporary access to the school by students.  The purpose of 
temporary access is to provide an opportunity for all students to retrieve any personal belongings 
that remain at school and to drop off certain school materials.  On Monday, I will send a message 
to all students and parents outlining the details of our temporary access plan.  We will also use 
this time to distribute yearbooks to those who purchased them and some celebratory swag to our 
graduating students. 
 
Summatives - Summatives may still take place in some courses but students will not be 
disadvantaged if they are not able to engage in summative activities.  The Ministry of Education 
has provided for teachers to use their professional judgement in terms of their term work versus 
the summative mark weighting in the best interest of students.  If you have specific questions 
about your child's marks or if a summative will be offered, please contact the teacher directly. 
 



Clubs for 2020-2021 - Students interested in starting up a club for next school year should begin 
the registration process now.  For information on how to register, watch CougarVision. 
Applications are due June 11. 
 
CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS 
 
TD Scholarship for Community Leadership - Congratulations to Scott Sharma (grade 12) on being 
awarded the TD Scholarship for Community Leadership.  Scott is one of 20 young Canadians from 
across the country being recognized for making a meaningful and lasting difference in their 
communities. All of these extraordinary young people share one common belief: One person can 
make a difference!  Scott, thank you for making a difference in the Colonel By community. 
 
Colonel By Student's Fight Against the Pandemic - This month, Ryan Rodrigs (grade 10) was 
featured in Ottawa Life Magazine for an app that he's created to help fight the COVID-19 
pandemic...and this isn't the first time he's made headlines. He's the founder and CEO of his own 
company, won a Myer's Amazing Kid Award when he was 12, appeared on Dragon's Den at 13, and 
won the Spirit of the Capital Youth Award.  To learn a bit more about Ryan and his app, check out 
the article by clicking here. 
 
Success at HOSA - As a HOSA member, students are provided with opportunities to learn about 
specific healthcare careers of interest to them as well as the healthcare industry as a whole by 
preparing for and competing in one of our 30 unique competitive events.  Some events focus on 
training students in core technical procedures unique to a particular profession while others are 
more generalized and develop teamwork, communication and leadership skills. 
 
At the school level, we provide general sessions so that students can gain insight into a number 
of potential fields of interest.  We also group students of similar interests so they can work 
together to prepare for competitive events.  SLC is the Spring Leadership Conference (our trip to 
Toronto), where each student may compete in one event as well as participate in workshops and 
networking events. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, HOSA Canada announced that they were going to run SLC virtually. 
Several CB students took part and their results were amazing!  Students who placed in the top ten 
of their event: 
 
Clinical nursing: Rawad Al-Arg (6th) 
 
CPR/First Aid (team event): Sharon Peng and Jessica Du (4th) 
 
Epidemiology: Bryan Liu (2nd) and Shathana Pathipan (4th) 
 

http://www.colonelby.com/CV/
https://www.ottawalife.com/article/check-out-the-canadian-made-covid-19-prevention-app-yunal?c=13


Forensic science (team event): Annie Guan and Shirley Zeng (6th) 
 
Behavioural health: Maggie Chen (2nd), Iona Ilie (4th) and Aarushi Saha (7th) 
 
Pathophysiology: Henry Liu (2nd) 
 
Medical terminology: Richard Ma (2nd) and Edward Yang (3rd) 
 
Physical Therapy: Sarah Lopes Sadafi (1st) 
 
It was also great to see Oishee Ghosh (CB Class of 2019) take first place in the Biomedical 
Laboratory Science category! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Spidell, Principal 
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